Railway Administration
travel itself is so rare and earnings therefrom are low,
there is no useful purpose served by imposing- another class
at *a much higher rate.
There is one other important thins that must be said
about third class traffic and that is about ticketless travel.
There seems to be quite a large volume of such improper
use of railway facilities. The bulk of such people are
vagrants who brave the risks of being caught, and
undaunted, do the journey by stages. The root cause for
this is economic. "With, the increasing growth of poverty
among the low classes, all means of begging seem to be
justifiable and the beggar problem on trains is becoming
a nuisance. Not only do such persons rob the railway of
its legitimate earnings but also are regular pests to the
travellers. The problem of begging on trains is specially
great on shuttle services where it is convenient for these
vagrants to go about for short distances. Apart from the
impecunious wretches that have to eke out their subsistence
by hook or crook, there is also some unauthorised travel by
persons who could well afford to pay their fares. This type
of travel, though general, is probably to be seen in its
intensity in very short distances, say two or three stations
beyond the place of boarding. No amount of checking
would eradicate this evil until and unless passengers are
alive to their sense of responsibility and the railway
employees subordinate other interests to the rightful duties
of loyalty. Time and again, the various administrations
have rigorously tightened up their regulations.
The South Indian Eailway since 1937 have divided up
their entire system into thirty-three sections Tinder the
supervision of six squads of four ticket examiners. During
festival-time, an additional complement of five members of
the crew was drawn upon. Similar arrangements have
been undertaken on all railways. " Flying squads M have
become common on all these, and the Great Indian
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